FACT SHEET

LEADERS ENCOURAGING AIRMEN DEVELOPMENT (LEAD) – PHASE I
1. Purpose and Description:  The Lead delegates’ commanders the authority to nominate highly qualified airmen to attend the Academy Prep School with the intention of Academy appointment to follow.

A. Eligibility Requirements:  

· Age – Must be at least 17 and not have passed the 22nd birthday on 1 July of the year of entry into the Prep School and not have passed 23rd birthday on 1 July of the year of entry into the Academy

· Citizenship – Must be a U.S. citizen 

· Marital Status/Dependents – Must be single with no legal obligation to support dependents

· Exemplary Standards – Must be of high moral character.  (Applicants must have no record of Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) convictions or civil offenses beyond minor violations; no history of drug or alcohol abuse; no prior behaviors, activities, or associations incompatible with US Air Force standards)

· Academic Requirements – 

Prep School  – Min. SAT scores 480 Verbal/520 Math or ACT min. 21 English/21 Reading/23 Math/23 Science

Academy  – Min. SAT scores 500 Verbal/550 Math (Average for successful candidates:  575 Verbal/665 Math)

Grade Point Average:  2.70 if school does not rank.

· Candidate Fitness Test – Must pass the CFT which consists of exercises designed to measure muscular strength, coordination, and aerobic power

· Medical Requirements – Must take medical exam and meet qualifications

· Retainability – Regular members of the Armed Forces must have at least one (1) year retainability when they enter the USAFAPS.

B. Nomination/Selection Process:

· Outstanding airmen nominated by commanders via AF Form 1786, Application for Appointment to the USAFA under quota Allotted to Enlisted Members of the Regular/Reserve Components of the Air Force.

·  AF Form 1786 is due to the Base Formal Training, 15 January.
· Applicants must be placed in AAC 05 at time of application.
· Airmen must meet all qualifications for regular entry into the Prep School.
· Approximately 50 allocations available each year for all commands 
· 1 Feb – 13 Apr – USAFA evaluates qualifications of applicants
· 23 Apr – USAFA notifies MAJCOM/FOA/DRU of qualified airmen 
· 07 May –MAJCOM/FOA/DRU notify USAFA that Airmen are still recommended.
· 14 May – Mail Prep School certificates to MAJCOM for presentation
· 25 Jul – Approximate date of entry into Prep School
C. Other Pertinent Facts: 

· Information on the Air Force Academy can be found on the Internet at www.usafa.af.mil/rr/adms. Html.

· When directed by the Director of Admissions send all transcripts from High School, other Prep Schools, and colleges (All classes attended).

· Acceptance and attendance at the USAFA Prep School are no guarantee that the member will be accepted to attend the Academy.

· Airmen maintain their rank and pay as if they were still in the Air Force, but they do not wear the rank.

· If you leave the USAFA or Prep School, you will return to your career field. 
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